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“JOIN THE WITNESS” 

EASTERTIDE 6 & ASCENSION    MAY 16, 2021 

FARMINGDALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 



 

~2~ 

FARMINGDALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 2021 

SESSION & LEADERSHIP 

CLASS OF 2021 CLASS OF 2022 CLASS OF 2023 
Ralph Goodwin, Building & Grounds Emily Spann, Media Louie Adams, Worship 
Kim Hall, Christian Education  Tim Humphrey, Stewardship 
Sara Ross, Christian Education  Bill Kinner, Building & Grounds 
Wendy Volker, Church Life  Carol Pappas, Mission 
   

STAFF  OFFICERS 
 Rev. Lonna C. Lee, Pastor & Moderator 
Pat Miller—Office Manager  Bill Kinner, Financial Secretary 
Wendy Volker—Custodian  Scott Morey, Treasurer 
Vacant—Church Musician  Susie Conner & Sharon Rohrer, Co-Clerks 

FARMINGDALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

  welcomes you to our family as we celebrate God’s grace!   

Distance cannot break the bonds of Christian fellowship. 
The Spirit is faithful and connects us to one another  

even over distance and separation. 

Due to Covid-19 orders, we are worshiping God in a new way. God is all around us all the time. We 
have access to God’s power and love if we are worshiping together at our building or if we are 
worship at home. We are just glad you are continuing to center yourself in God’s love during this 
unprecedented time. May our prayers and praise bring Glory to God where we are safe. Your worship 
puts God’s power and love into our world so that we can strengthen our nation and God’s world in 
the fight for preserving life during these days. 

If you are looking for a spiritual home, are interested in learning more about Farmingdale Church, or in 
becoming a member, we encourage you to visit us after the stay at home order is lifted. 

WORSHIP NOTES 

Parents and children, here is the link to a lesson complete with story, coloring pages, puzzles, discussion 
questions & activities. https://sermons4kids.com/jesus-prays-for-his-disciples-htm 

 Download the maze at: https://sermons4kids.com/through_lifes_maze_bulletin?fromSermonId=508 

Offering: There is an offering box in the church where you can drop your offering. You can also continue to 
mail your pledges to the church. Thank you for your continued support!! 

Prayer concerns can be texted, called or emailed to Pastor Lonna at (217) 801-7964 or 
fpcpastorlonna@yahoo.com. These prayer concerns will be sent to our phone & email prayer chain and 
added to Pastor Lonna’s email communications. We are using first names and last initial to protect people’s 
privacy. 

Preaching Texts for next week, May 23—Pentecost are: 
 OLD: Ezekiel 37:1-14 PSALM 104:24-34, 35b 
 NEW: Acts 2:1-21 GOSPEL: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15  

THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Ministers The Farmingdale Congregation 
Preacher & Worship Leader Rev. Lonna C. Lee 
Camera Operator Richard Deal 

https://sermons4kids.com/jesus-prays-for-his-disciples-htm
https://sermons4kids.com/through_lifes_maze_bulletin?fromSermonId=508
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How to reach Pastor Lonna  

(217) 801-7964 Cell & text 

The most immediate way to reach her 
is on her mobile by voice or text. 

If it goes to voicemail, please leave a message! 

E-mail — fpcPastorLonna@yahoo.com 

Please send in your joys & concerns by email, text, or phone 
call. Prayer chain will be updated daily as needed by early 
evening. 

If you have a need or know someone in our church family who 
may have a need, please let your Pastor or Session know. You 
will find a roster of at the beginning of your 2020 Annual 
Report distributed in February 

Pat Miller is doing office projects by request. 
Please contact Pat at the church office email 

FarmingdalePCoffice@yahoo.com 
to request her help. 

Pastor Lonna’s office hours this week will be 

on MONDAY from 1-5pm 

Lonna is available by appointment as well. 
Please call or text her to set up a time and 

place. (217) 801-7964 

If you are coming by, please observe social 
distancing & using a face covering. 

THIS  WEEK at Farmingdale Presbyterian Church 

        May 16—23, 2021           

5/16 Sunday 10am Worship in-person & on FB Live—Easter 6/Ascension 
  2-4pm 80th 81st Birthday Celebration for Maebeth Nicholson 
    612 S. Bradfordton Road 

5/17 Monday 1-5pm Pastor Lonna’s Office Hours 
  5:30pm Leaderwise Meeting with Elders—on Zoom (room opens at 5pm) 

5/19 Wednesday 3:30-5:30pm AYM Zoom Meeting—”SMFD” (social media fun day) 

5/20 Thursday 6pm Sara Ross’ Bunco Group 
   Pioneer Deadline 
5/23 Sunday 10am Worship in-person & on FB Live—Pentecost Sunday 

    & Communion 

Upcoming Events 

5/30 Sunday 10am Worship in-person & on FB Live—Trinity Sunday 
6/3 Thursday  Spring St. Veterans Renaissance meal 
6/6 Sunday 10am Worship in-person & on FB Live—Ordinary Time 2 
6/7 Monday 5:30pm Leaderwise Meeting with Elders—on Zoom 
  9pm  Session Reports/Motions deadline 
6/13 Sunday 10am Worship in-person & on FB Live—Ordinary Time 3 
    & Communion 
6/14 Monday 5:30pm Session Meeting—in-person & on Zoom 
6/20 Sunday 10am Worship in-person & on FB Live—Ordinary Time 4 

We continue to broadcast on Facebook LIVE 
so that those who need to remain at home can  

participate in our service as well. 

Click this link to begin 
https://www.facebook.com/

FarmingdalePresbyterianChurch.org  

You do NOT have to join Facebook 
to watch our worship service. 

While the FPC Website is temporarily down, 
Digital Worship Bulletins can be downloaded 

at this Direct link—https://bbqspann.wixsite.com/website 

If you missed Facebook Live,  
you can still view the service. 

Use the Facebook link &  
look for video in our "Posts". 

Let us know you are there by saying “hi,” 
commenting, & hitting the Like or Love buttons. 

We love to know you are watching!!  

We are striving to include as many of our  
congregation as possible.  

Please join us Live next Sunday at 10 am! 

mailto:fpcPastorLonna@yahoo.com
mailto:FarmingdalePCoffice@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/FarmingdalePresbyterianChurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/FarmingdalePresbyterianChurch.org
https://bbqspann.wixsite.com/website
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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
Eastertide 6—Ascension 10:00am May 16, 2021 

“I live by grace to witness about the wonders of God.” ―Lailah Gifty Akita 

“I would have preferred someone else to have been in charge of rescuing this story, but once again life has 
taught me that my role is to be a witness, not the leading actor.” ―Carlos Ruiz Zafón 

Gathering Around God’s Word 
 Introit/Hymn #479 (TH) “Onward, Christian Soldiers” —Trumpet Trio  
  played by Sa Sanchezz  Mexocp  

* Call to Worship and Prayer of Invocation 
One: Christ is alive. He is risen from the dead. 
All: The Holy One calls us to worship and praise. 
One: Baptized with the power of the Holy Spirit, 
All: we live with Christ in our hearts. 
One: Clap your hands and shout to God 
All: with loud songs of joy. 
One: Sing praises to God, who fills the world 
All: with forgiveness and grace. 
One: Let us pray . . . 
ALL:  O GOD OF EARTH AND SKY, as Jesus came among us in Bethlehem 
  to raise us up to heaven, so today we recall his departing 
  from us at Jerusalem to be in all places. 
 Though he is hidden from our sight, enable us to abide in him 
  by the power and grace of the Holy Spirit, 
  until his mercy and grace fill your whole creation, Amen. 

 Call to Confession 
One: We gather as God's people, believing the promises fulfilled in Christ. 
 We do not need to confess out of dread or fear, 
  but in trust that God is faithful to forgive us and make us new. 
 Join me as we pray, saying, . . . 

 Prayer of Confession (responsive) 
One: Jesus said, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Holy One has set.” 
All: Yet we keep searching for signs and omens, trying to predict the future 
  instead of living fully each day. 
One: Jesus said, “John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
All: Yet we are more concerned with following the proper procedures, 
  than with opening our hearts to those around us. 
One: Jesus said, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” 
All: Forgive us, Holy One, when we try to shape the world according to our desires, 
  instead of asking for the power to do your will. 

(Silent personal prayers of confession) 

One: This day of Christ’s Ascension challenges us to seek the presence of our Risen Christ 
  in the here and now, in our lives, our community, our world. 
ALL: AND IN SEEKING, may we become the hands and feet and heart and spirit 
  of Christ our Lord on earth, Amen. 
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 Assurance of Pardon 
Leader: The Holy One enlightens the eyes of our hearts, that we may know the hope to which we are called. 
 In the name of Christ, you are forgiven. 
ALL: In the name of Christ, we are forgiven. Glory to God. Alleluia! Amen! 

 Gloria Patri #579 (TH)  —Spiritual Eldercare  

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, And to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: World without end. Amen. 

Proclaiming God’s Word  
 Time with Children 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 Gospel Lesson Luke 24:44-53 (MSG) 
You’re the Witnesses 

44 Then he said, “Everything I told you while I was with you comes to this: All the things written about me 
in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets, and in the Psalms have to be fulfilled.” 
45-49 He went on to open their understanding of the Word of God, showing them how to read their Bibles 
this way. He said, “You can see now how it is written that the Messiah suffers, rises from the dead on the 
third day, and then a total life-change through the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed in his name to all 
nations—starting from here, from Jerusalem! You’re the first to hear and see it. You’re the witnesses. What 
comes next is very important: I am sending what my Father promised to you, so stay here in the city until 
he arrives, until you’re equipped with power from on high.” 
50-51 He then led them out of the city over to Bethany. Raising his hands he blessed them, and while blessing 
them, took his leave, being carried up to heaven. 
52-53 And they were on their knees, worshiping him. They returned to Jerusalem bursting with joy. They 
spent all their time in the Temple praising God. 

 New Testament Lesson Acts 1:1-14 (CEB) Rev. Lonna C. Lee 
The risen Jesus with his disciples 

1 Theophilus, the first scroll I wrote concerned everything Jesus did and taught from the beginning, 2 right 
up to the day when he was taken up into heaven. Before he was taken up, working in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, Jesus instructed the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed them that he was alive 
with many convincing proofs. He appeared to them over a period of forty days, speaking to them about 
God’s kingdom. 4 While they were eating together, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait for 
what the Father had promised. He said, “This is what you heard from me: 5 John baptized with water, but 
in only a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
6 As a result, those who had gathered together asked Jesus, “Lord, are you going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel now?” 
7 Jesus replied, “It isn’t for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has set by his own 
authority.8 Rather, you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
9 After Jesus said these things, as they were watching, he was lifted up and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10 While he was going away and as they were staring toward heaven, suddenly two men in white 
robes stood next to them. 11 They said, “Galileans, why are you standing here, looking toward heaven? This 
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way that you saw him go into 
heaven.” 

Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem 
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, which is near Jerusalem—a sabbath day’s 
journey away. 13 When they entered the city, they went to the upstairs room where they were staying. Peter, 
John, James, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James, Alphaeus’ son; Simon 
the zealot; and Judas, James’ son— 14 all were united in their devotion to prayer, along with some women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

 Sermon “Join the Witness” Rev. Lonna Chang-Ren Lee 
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Communion is next Sunday!!! 

BYOE (Bring Your Own Elements if you are watching from home) 

Please have communion elements 

(cracker/bread/cake/cookie & a cup with liquid of your choice) 

ready to celebrate virtual communion in NEXT week’s service. 

Responding to God’s Word 
 Hymn #554 (TH) “I’ll Fly Away” —sung by Schola Diffusa 
  with Michael Loonan, pianist & Brigid McCarthy, violinist  US & Europe  

 1. Some glad morning when this life is o'er, I'll fly away; 
 To a home on God's celestial shore, I'll fly away 

 Chorus: I'll fly away, Oh Glory I'll fly away; (in the morning) 

 When I die, Hallelujah, by and by, I'll fly away (I'll fly away) 

 2.When the shadows of this life have gone I'll fly away 
 Like a bird from prison bars have flown I'll fly away. Chorus 

 3. Just a few more weary days and then I'll fly away 
 To a land where joy shall never end I'll fly away. Chorus (2x) 

 Announcements 

 Offering & Prayer of Dedication 

 Doxology #625 (TH)  Pacific Community Church 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow Praise Him, all creatures here below 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

 Joy & Concerns 

 Prayers of the People, & The Lord’s Prayer 

Sent Out With God’s Word 
 Charge & Benediction 

 Hymn #284 (TH) “They'll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” —written by Peter Scholtes  

  performed by Austin Found, Leah Wojtanowicz & Obie Obien.  U.S.A. 

1 We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord (3x) 
And we pray that all unity will one day be restored 

Chorus: And they'll know we are Christians,By our love, by our love. 
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 

2 We will walk with each other, will walk hand in hand ... 
And together, we’ll spread the news that God is in our land (Chorus) 

3 We will work with each other, we will work side by side … (3x) 
And we’ll guard each man’s dignity and save each man’s pride 

4 All praise to the Father, from whom all things come; 
And all praise to Christ Jesus, his only son; 

And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one; 

 Peace of Christ 

                                                       

All music this week is available on YouTube. Just search the title & artist to see the beautiful videos. 
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Farmingdale Presbyterian Church  7971 Farmington Cemetery Rd.  Pleasant Plains, IL 62677 
FarmingdalePCOffice@yahoo.com  https://bbqspann.wixsite.com/website 

(217) 626-1321 office  (217) 801-7964 Pastor’s cell 

JOYS & CONCERNS (updated 5/16/2021) 

Joys & Thanksgivings 

Cheyenne H.—broken arm is healed 
Expecting 

Danielle F.—due May 2021 
Healing 

*Sherry Winters—fell & broke her femur; 5/13 surgery; will 
be going to rehab this week 

*Bonnie Goodman—on antibiotics for 9th UTI since 10/2020 
*Esther B.—5/11 pacemaker placement 
*Oscar R.—multiple health issues that are being evaluated 
and tested. 

Tim H.—more medical testing, normal tests so far 
Alan Y.—5/7 ablation (Lonna L.’s BIL) 
Charlotte W.—now home, many tests & adjustments (Sharon 
W.’ g-daughter) 

Kay—Parkinson's brain surgery 4/27, now home (Sharon W.’s 
cousin ) 

Melissa S.—pneumonia (Wendy V.) 
Joie—surgery, now home (Cevileigh H.’s grandma) 
Carol Pappas—4/6 outpatient hand surgery, new splint 
Grandma Joyce—3/30 knee surgery, doing better (Spann 
sisters) 

Joy Y.—broken arm, another new cast (Chuck G.’s sister)  
Kathy S.—bad car accident early 3/7; very sore & broke both 
bones in her left arm; no surgery needed. 

Kye—Dravet Syndrome (severe epilespy) (Ralph G.) 
Velma F. needs prayers for comfort & healing, leg pain 

Cancer Treatment & New Dx 

Mike W.—biopsy on 2 lesions on Wednesday,4/28; high chance 
for cancer (Maebeth N.’s son’s friend) 

Kodi S.—brain cancer; another tumor in his brain & only 
treatment is with chemo & radiation; has trouble talking; has 
good and bad days; has 4 young kids (Maebeth N.’s brother’s g-
son) 

Jennifer H.—follow-up 
Len & wife Sandy—recurrent cancer treatment (Ralph G.) 
Bill—diabetes, Parkinson, recurrent cancer at home (Ralph G.) 
Earl B.—prostate cancer (Jenica H.) 
Betsy I—Myeloma in full remission; severe bone pain & 
exhaustion 

Brian E.—stage 4 lung cancer (Kim H.) 
Ruth Ann D.—breast cancer (Betty J.’s friend) 
Nation & World: 

All our service people and their families, especially: 
  Matt J.—Air Force; left for Basic in March 
  Samantha C.—IL Air Guard Reserve; newly enlisted 
   Nathan J—IL Air Guard Reserve 
  Nik Clemens—Il Air Guard Reserve 
  Christian J.—IL Air Guard Reserve 
  J.T. M.—IN Air Guard Reserve 
  Ryan B.—Navy, Charleston SC 

All music can be found in The Hymnal for Worship & Celebration (TH). 

Because some worshiping with us may not be vaccinated or may be immune-compromised, 
you are invited to sing with masks on this Sunday. 

We will be evaluating new COVID-19 guidelines for future changes in requirements. 

My Notes 

https://bbqspann.wixsite.com/website

