
 

~1~  

“IN THE MESS . . . TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY” 

Advent 3    December 12, 2021 

FARMINGDALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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FARMINGDALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

  welcomes you to our family as we celebrate God’s grace!   

Distance cannot break the bonds of Christian fellowship. 
The Spirit is faithful and connects us to one another  

even over distance and separation. 

Due to Covid-19 orders, we are worshiping God in a new way. God is all around us all the time. We have access to 
God’s power and love if we are worshiping together at our building or if we are worshiping at home. We are just glad 
you are continuing to center yourself in God’s love during this unprecedented time. May our prayers and praise bring 
Glory to God where we are safe. Your worship puts God’s power and love into our world so that we can strengthen 
our nation and God’s world in the fight for preserving life during these days. 

Thank you for protecting & loving your neighbor by wearing your mask when at worship in our building as we 
are following CDC & IDPH guidelines. 

If you are looking for a spiritual home, are interested in learning more about Farmingdale Church, or in becoming a 
member, we encourage you to talk with the Pastor or and Elder about joining. 

WORSHIP NOTES 

Parents and children, here is the link to a lesson complete with story, Bible passage, puzzles, discussion questions & 
activities. https://sermons4kids.com/tell_others_about_jesus_kids_church.htm 

Offering: An offering box is at the back of in the sanctuary where you can drop your offering. You can also continue to 
mail your pledges to the church. Thank you for your continued support!! 

Joys & Concerns: There is an basket in the center aisle of the sanctuary. Please drop your written prayer card in there 
by the time of the Doxology so they can be shared during the Joys & Concerns time. 

Prayer concerns can be called to Judy Adams at (217) 546-4743 home or texted/called to Pastor Lonna (217)801-
7964 mobile during the week. They will pass along these prayer needs to our phone & email prayer chain 
coordinator Jennifer H. Prayers that come in during the week will be added to the next week’s bulletin. We are using 
first names and last initials to protect people’s privacy. 

Preaching Text for next week, December 19, 2021—Advent 4 & Communion: 
 OLD: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-56 

THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Ministers The Farmingdale Congregation 
Pastor Rev. Lonna Chang-Ren Lee 
Liturgist Wendy Volker 
Church Musician John Irwin 
Cameraman Extraordinaire Richard Deal 
Pleasant Plains HS Madrigals Denise Dufour, Director 
 Lauren Carter, Will Khayyat, Sophie Mohr, Courtney Rhodes, 
 Alexandra Rollins, Hadley Ryan, Tessla Sicilia, Kinsley Shultz, 
 Morgan Smith, Emily Spann, Vanessa Tyler, Elle Walker 

FARMINGDALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 2021 

SESSION & LEADERSHIP 

CLASS OF 2021 CLASS OF 2022 CLASS OF 2023 
Ralph Goodwin, Building & Grounds Emily Spann, Media Louie Adams, Worship 
Kim Hall, Christian Education  Tim Humphrey, Stewardship 
Sara Ross, Christian Education  Bill Kinner, Building & Grounds 
Wendy Volker, Church Life  Carol Pappas, Mission 
   

STAFF  OFFICERS 
 Rev. Lonna C. Lee, Pastor & Moderator 
Pat Miller—Interim Office Manager  Bill Kinner, Financial Secretary 
Allyson Dodd, John Irwin, & Gino Moriconi—Church Musicians Scott Morey, Treasurer 

https://sermons4kids.com/tell_others_about_jesus_kids_church.htm
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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
Advent 3  December 12, 2021—10:00am 

“For the next week, however, do something more specific. Carry a small journal, and every time you find 
yourself smiling or laughing, pause to write down the details of the moment. Write descriptions of the events 
that make you smile, from emails to chance encounters in the supermarket. Read your pages every evening 
before you go to bed, and in the morning reread your notes to prepare yourself for another joyful day. .” 
  —Spiritual Practice by Bernie S. Siegel, Spirituality & Practice Website 

Gathering Around God’s Word 
 Prelude “God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen” —unknown 

 Welcome If you have a joy or concern to share, please fill out  Rev. Lonna C. Lee 
  a prayer request card & bring it to the offering plate in the center aisle. 

 Introit #88 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (verse 7 only) 
 6. O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; 
  disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.  
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

* Call to Worship (from Isaiah 12: 2-6) & Prayer of Invocation Wendy Volker 
Leader: God is our salvation! 
ALL: WE WILL TRUST in God and not be afraid. 
Leader: The Lord, the Lord himself, is our strength and our defense. 
ALL: WE WILL MAKE KNOWN God’s deeds among the nations. 
Leader: As we joyfully draw water from the wells of salvation, 
ALL: GIVE THANKS TO GOD and proclaim his name! 
Leader: Let us shout and sing, for the Holy One of Israel has done it all! 
ALL: CHRIST IS BREAKING INTO OUR WORLD, and into our lives in a new way. 
Leader: God proclaims a new gospel—in joy, share, be fair, don’t bully; 
ALL: O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL. 
 O Come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 
Leader:  Let us pray together . . .  
ALL:  God of Joy, we rejoice in your holy name 
  and eagerly anticipate your incarnation among us. 
 As the day of your dawning draws close, 
  keep our minds on your presence during this busy holiday season. 
 In a world that tells us 
  that we are supposed to find joy in everything else, 
  remind us that our only true joy is the joy we find in you, Amen. 

* Hymn #143 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” (verses 1 & 4) 
 1. Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
  you, who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
  come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 

 4. All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
  evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: 
  come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king!  

 Call to & Prayer of Confession  
One: Although God is the source of our joy, 
  our sin often hinders our joy and the joy of others. 
 Let us confess our sins before God and one another, praying together, . . . 
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ALL: GRACIOUS GOD, it was with joy that you brought us into being. 
 You created the world and called it good. 
 And yet we have done so much to quell that goodness: 
  we have fought with one another and failed to live in peace; 
  we have shut out the stranger and disparaged the immigrant; 
  we have ignored the needy and judged the poor; 
  we have fallen short of your command to be the Beloved Community. 
 Hear now, as we confess our sins . . .  

(Silent personal prayers of confession) 

Leader: Forgive us, Merciful God,  
ALL:  AND BRING US BACK to the joy we find in you. 
 This we pray in your holy name, Amen.  
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia and Amen! 

 Assurance of Pardon (from Zephaniah 3:17) 
Leader: The prophet Zephaniah reminds us of these truths:  
  that God rejoices over us with gladness, that God renews us in love, 
  and that God will exult over us with loud singing. 
 Friends, believe this good news— 
ALL:  IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST, our sins are forgiven. 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia and Amen! 

* Gloria #113 “Angels We Have Heard on High” (verse 1 only) 
 1. Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
  and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Proclaiming God’s Word  
 Time with Children 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 1st Reading  Luke 2: 8–14 (NRSV) Wendy Volker 
The Shepherds and the Angels 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy 
for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,[a] the 
Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 2nd Reading Isaiah 12 (NRSV) Rev. Lonna C. Lee 
Thanksgiving and Praise 

1 You will say in that day: 
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, 
    for though you were angry with me, 
your anger turned away, 
    and you comforted me. 
2 Surely God is my salvation; 
    I will trust, and will not be afraid, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-14%2C+%2815-20%29&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24977a
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for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might; 
    he has become my salvation. 

3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
 4 And you will say in that day: 

Give thanks to the LORD, 
    call on his name; 
make known his deeds among the nations; 
    proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
    let this be known in all the earth. 
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
    for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 Sermon “In the Mess . . . Tidings of Great Joy” Rev. Lonna Chang-Ren  Lee 

Responding to God’s Word 
* Special Music “Hodie, Festive Madrigal, All Ye Who Music Love, Pleasant Plains 
  Wassail, Doxology, God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, High School 
  African Benediction, & Silent Night” Madrigals 

 Opportunities for Ministry 

 Call for the Offering  Wendy Volker 

* Doxology #606 “Praise God from whom . . . “ 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

* Prayer of Dedication 
Leader: Let us dedicate our gifts to God's work, praying together . . .  
All: We will not be afraid, Loving God, 
  to offer our hopes, our hearts, our treasures to you, 
  but do so willingly, trusting that you will use them 
  to bring life, joy, grace, and peace to all around us. 
 We offer these gifts & our lives in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 Reception of New Member: Mary Ann Adams Ackley 

 Joys & Concerns 

 Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (unison)  page 35 (GtG) 

Sent Out With God’s Word 
* Hymn #119 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (verses 1 & 3) 
 1. Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king. 
  Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
  Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
  with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 

 3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! 
  Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 
  Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
  born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 
  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
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* Charge & Benediction 

* Extroit #113 “Angels We Have Heard on High” (verse 3 only) 
 3. Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
  come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

* Peace of Christ 

* Postlude “O Holy Night” —Adophe Adam/Placide Cappeau 

                                                             

*Those who are able please stand. 

All sung music can be found in Glory to God hymnal. 

Today’s liturgy is adapted from: 
Presbyterian Church in Canada Worship Planners 

Thank you to Esther T. for loaning us her beautiful manger scene. 

My Notes 

Communion is NEXT SUNDAY!!! 

BYOE (Bring Your Own Elements if you are watching from home) 

Please have your communion elements for NEXT WEEK’S service 

(cracker/bread/cake/cookie & a cup) . 
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We continue to broadcast on Facebook LIVE 
so that those who need to remain at home can  

participate in our service as well. 

Click this link to begin 
https://www.facebook.com/

FarmingdalePresbyterianChurch.org  

You do NOT have to join Facebook 
to watch our worship service. 

While the FPC Website is temporarily down, 
Digital Worship Bulletins can be downloaded 

at this Direct link—https://bbqspann.wixsite.com/website 

If you missed Facebook Live,  
you can still view the service. 

Use the Facebook link &  
look for video in our "Posts". 

Let us know you are there by saying “hi,” 
commenting, & hitting the Like or Love buttons. 

We love to know you are watching!!  

We are striving to include as many of our  
congregation as possible.  

Please join us Live next Sunday at 10 am! 

THIS  WEEK at Farmingdale Presbyterian Church 

     December 12—19, 2021      

TODAY Sunday 10am Worship in-person & on FB Live—Advent 3: Joyful Angel Choirs & 
    Joy Candle with Pleasant Plains Madrigals  
  after worship Congregational Meeting—in person & on Zoom—Election of 
    Elders & Congregational Nominating Committee, 
    By-Law Changes, & Pastor’s TOC,  
  noon-2pm Pastor Lonna’s Office Hours 

12/16 Thursday  6-7:30pm AYM Meeting on Zoom—Jackbox Games 
  6:30pm Sara Ross’s Bunco Group? 

12/19 Sunday 10am Worship in-person & on FB Live—Advent 4: Mary & Love Candle &   
    Communion 

Upcoming Events 

12/20 Monday 5:30pm Leaderwise Meeting with Elders—on Zoom 
   Pioneer Deadline 
12/23 Thursday 6-8pm AYM Meeting on Zoom & in-person—Christmas  
    Cookies & Charades 
12/24 Friday 6pm Christmas Eve Worship in-person & on FB Live—Lessons & Carols &  
    Candlelight 
12/26 Sunday 10am Worship in-person & on FB Live—Christmas 1 
12/27-1/1   Pastor Lonna on Vacation 
1/2 Sunday 10am Worship in-person & on FB Live—Epiphany Celebration 
12/30 Thursday 6-8pm AYM Meeting on Zoom—Best Gifts 
1/6 Thursday 6-7:30pm AYM Meeting on Zoom—Hang Out 

How to reach Pastor Lonna  

(217) 801-7964 Cell & text 

The most immediate way to reach her 
is on her mobile by voice or text. 

If it goes to voicemail, please leave a message! 

E-mail — fpcPastorLonna@yahoo.com 

Please send in your joys & concerns by email, text, or phone 
call. Prayer chain will be updated daily as needed by early 
evening. 

If you have a need or know someone in our church family who 
may have a need, please let your Pastor or Session know. You 
will find a roster of at the beginning of your 2020 Annual 
Report distributed in February. 

Pat Miller is doing office projects by request. 
Please contact Pat at the church office email 

FarmingdalePCoffice@yahoo.com 
to request her help. 

Please see above event listing 

for Pastor Lonna’s Office Hours 

Lonna is available by appointment as well. 
Please call or text her to set up a time 

and place. (217) 801-7964 

If you are coming by, please observe 
social distancing & using a face 

covering. 

https://www.facebook.com/FarmingdalePresbyterianChurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/FarmingdalePresbyterianChurch.org
https://bbqspann.wixsite.com/website
mailto:fpcPastorLonna@yahoo.com
mailto:FarmingdalePCoffice@yahoo.com
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JOYS & CONCERNS (updated 12/11/2021) 

Farmingdale Presbyterian Church  7971 Farmington Cemetery Rd.  Pleasant Plains, IL 62677 
FarmingdalePCOffice@yahoo.com  https://bbqspann.wixsite.com/website 

(217) 626-1321 office  (217) 801-7964 Pastor’s cell 

New/Updates 

*PP 8th grade girl Basketball wins 
*Tornadoes in KY, IL, MO, TN, AR, MS 
*Ed W.—had 4th chemo, doing well with side effect & feels 
better by week 3, has 2 more treatments; will do another 
bone scan in January (Maebeth N.) 

*Frank Winters—died on 12/10 (Sherry W.’s ex husband) 
*Gary’s 5 y.o. cousin Eloise—Alpers syndrome, degenerative 
fatal disease; intubate this week when lung collapsed, off 
ventilator on Saturday;  prayers she can be home for 
Christmas (Marialyce H.) 

*Abigail M.—Ruby’s roommate tested positive for COVID 
*Mark W.—is now back at work after Covid 19 (Sherry 
W.’s son) 

*Mike S.—12/14 back surgery (Ginny S.’s husband) 
*Lois I.—in hospital for intestinal issues, no visitors 
*Pat M.—12/6 renal stint, now home 
*Julia H.—hospitalized for fluid around heart & lungs, went 
home Friday, thanks for prayers (Kim H.) 

 
Hospice 

Bonnie G.—prayers for peace (Chuck, Lonna, & Ruby) 
 
Joys 
Linda A.—11/1 stroke; now home, thank you for prayers! (Carol 
P.’s friend) 

 
Healing 
Joy Y.—healing for 11/29 successful bone graft surgery for 
broken arm (Chuck G.’s sister) 

Pastor Lonna—kidney stone 
Russ H.—rehab in hopes of healing and recovery; several 
digestive surgeries (Dave J,) 

Anthony S. & family—in rehab (Lonna L.) 
Carrie A.—low hemoglobin; blood count will rise to 14 which is 
normal (John I.) 

Dennis F.—Bridge Care with multiple illnesses (Ralph G.) 
Bill K—continued healing for foot 
Judy A.—injured back; more pain than usual 
Forrest S.—oral surgery on 10/26 (Wendy V.’s g-son) 
Patricia S.—knee pain & esophagus follow-up 
Tyler S.—hornets nest attack (Bud W.’s g-son) 
Jeff—10/19 leg amputation; rehab (Esther T.’s friend) 
David V.—multiple health issues (Wendy V.’s husband) 
Bill—Parkinson’s worsening (Louie A.’s BIL) 
Charisse—eye problems (Ce N.’s daughter) 
Sherry W.—8/17 fell & broke her right foot & ankle; continued 
healing for broken femur from early summer 

Esther B.—healing for 8/2 knee replacement surgery. & right 
eye that has lost partial vision due to a blood clot. 

Dave—successful heart transplant on 8/15 (Esther T.’s cousin) 
Nancy G.—2 stents in heart (Mary Ann R.) 
Velma F.—still getting PT for her leg; rUTIs 
Ashley H.—more medical tests (Kim H.) 
Charlotte W.—tests & adjustments (Sharon W.’ g-daughter) 

Kye—Dravet Syndrome (severe epilepsy) (Ralph G.) 
Deaths—Lifting up these families in prayer as they grieve for  
the loss of . . . 

John H.—died on 11/24 (Kim H.’s daughter’s BIL) 
 
Cancer Treatment & New Dx 

Matt C.—colon cancer Dx; 12/14 surgery; prayers for guidance, 
treatment plan, & family in Alaska & extended (Susie C.’s son) 

Uncle Ray—pancreatic cancer; not doing well (Amy W.) 
Betsy I—Myeloma; 12/21 is  1 yr. ann. of stem cell transplant; 
return to Chicago for many tests; prayers for good results 

Melinda H.—leukemia; 11/1 emergency surgery home on 11/4; 
new medication (Jenica H,) 

Mardell N.—lung cancer; not doing well after chemo & 
radiation (Mary Ann A.) 

Lynn W.—good tumor marker numbers (Rich D.’s HS friend) 
Jennifer H.—her cancer is stable (Cheyenne H.) 
Bob F.—treatable low-grade bladder cancer (Bill K.’s BIL) 
Friend.—cancer dx 
Linda S.—prayer for full remission (Marialyce H.’s cousin) 
Len & wife Sandy—recurrent cancer treatment (Ralph G.) 
Bill—diabetes, Parkinson, recurrent cancer at home (Ralph G.) 
Earl B.—prostate cancer (Jenica H.) 
Brian E.—stage 4 lung cancer (Kim H.) 
Ruth Ann D.—breast cancer (Betty J.’s friend) 
 
Church/Local/National 

For love & respect to  guide our healing for our conflict in the 
body of Christ at Farmingdale (Tim H.) 

Pray for a miracle for that God makes a way for us as the body of 
Christ 

 
COVID-19 

DIL’s Grandpa Wes—may also have Covid 19 (Betty J.) 
DIL’s Grandma Betty—Covid-19 (Betty J.) 
Morella L—29 y.o. struggling with COVID in Anchorage where 
care is limited (Jenica H.’s family member) 

 
Those serving in our Armed Forces: 

All our service people and their families, especially: 
  Samantha C.—IL Air Guard Reserve; now home 
  Christian J.—IL Air Guard Reserve 
   Matt J.—IL Air Guard Reserve; now home 
  Nathan J—IL Air Guard Reserve 
  Nik C.—Il Air Guard Reserve 
  J.T. M.—IN Air Guard Reserve 
  Ryan B.—Navy, 
Charleston SC 

https://bbqspann.wixsite.com/website

